N15: Notice to End Tenancy Due to Fear of Sexual or
Domestic Violence and Abuse

Tip Guide: What You Can Do

ARE YOU CONSIDERING LEAVING YOUR HOME TO
GET AWAY FROM VIOLENCE OR ABUSE?

If you or a child living with you have experienced domestic violence or abuse and
need to end your tenancy early, you may be able to follow the steps below.

Important Disclaimer: It’s important to prioritize your online safety when
downloading the N15 or researching information about gender-based

STEPS ON HOW TO COMPLETE THE N15 NOTICE
PROCESS

Carefully Read Form N15

includes important information about ending your
tenancy early for reasons related to violence or abuse. Take your time
reading it carefully before filling it out, so you can feel confident that
your situation meets the requirements for using this form.

Other Tenants in the Unit?
Your landlord is required by law to

However, this protection does not extend to roommates or neighbours. Sk
If you share this information with them, they do not have a legal duty to -
keep it confidential.

Please use your judgment and share only what feels safe and
necessary. If there are other tenants listed on your lease who also wish
to move out when you do, they can choose to sign the N15 as well.
They do not need to sign the Tenant’s Statement or have a court order.
The tenancy will continue for tenants who did not sign the notice.
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Option 1: Fill out and sign “The Tenant’s
Statement About Sexual or Domestic Violence
and Abuse” Form

To show your landlord that the N15 applies to your living situation, you must provide
one of the following in addition to your filled and signed the N15:

. A copy of a peace bond or restraining order related to the abuse or

. A Tenant's Statement About Sexual or Domestic Violence and Abuse.

By signing this form, you are telling your landlord that you or a child living with you
might be at risk of harm or injury if they continue to remain in the rental unit. The risk of
harm/injury must be caused by any of the following people:

« your spouse/partner or former spouse/partner

. someone you live with or have lived with in a marriage-like relationship

. someone you are dating or used to date

. someone living in the rental unit who is related to you or the child

Harm in this situation could be applicable to you or your child. It can include any of the
following:
. have been harmed or had your property damaged
. have been illegally held against your will
. fear for your safety because of series of actions including following, recording,
monitoring you.
threatening words or actions
mental, economic or emotional violence or abuse
harassment
exploitation
being followed, spied on, or watched
withholding or hiding your belongings (Cleo Connect, 2024)

@ Safety Tip

You are not obligated to disclose which of these situations applies to you, even if your
landlord asks you. The Tenant’'s Statement does not tell your landlord which situation
applies. Neither does it disclose if the person experiencing abuse is you or your child or
the identity of the person causing harm.
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Option 2: Provide A Court Order

If you prefer not to complete the Tenant’'s Statement about Sexual or
Domestic Violence and Abuse, you can instead provide your landlord with a
copy of a court order, if one is available.

This court order can be either:
. A restraining order from family court, or \\\
« A peace bond from criminal court (StepsToJustice, 2025).

against one of the following people:
. your spouse or former spouse
. someone you live with or lived with in a marriage-like relationship
« someone you are dating or used to date
. someone living in the rental unit who is related to you or the child
by blood, marriage or adoption (Cleo Connect, 2024)

AN
The order must have been made within the last 90 days and must be 9\%

Give The Forms to Your Landlord

Once you've completed and signed the N15, you can give it to your
landlord along with either the Tenant’s Statement or a copy of the court
order.

The N15 must be given to your landlord at
least 28 days before the date you plan to
move out, as indicated on the form.

If it is not safe for you to stay in your unit

during this time, you have the right to move
out earlier for your safety. You may still be
responsible for the rent up to the 28-day
notice period, but your safety comes first.

@ Safety Tip

It's a good idea to keep a copy of all documents you give your landlord for your own
records.
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Additional Information

Confidentiality and Safety

The landlord and their staff are legally required to keep all the documents you provide
strictly confidential. In addition, the landlord cannot advertise or show your unit to new
tenants until after you have moved out.

If You Don’t Move Out

If you or any tenant who also signed the N15 do not move out by the date indicated on
the form, there are different outcomes depending on who signed:

For N15 signed by all tenants
If all tenants signed the N15, the landlord can go to the Landlord and Tenant Board to

request the tenants listed in the notice be evicted. In this case, the landlord is not
obligated to give you any extra notice.

For N15 signed by some tenants
If the N15 was signed by only some of the tenants, it is automatically void for those who

did not move out. This means their tenancy continues as if they never signed the N15,
and the landlord cannot apply to evict them using this form.

If You Move Out

Take all of your belongings with you. Your landlord may be allowed to keep, sell, or
dispose of anything left behind. If you cannot take everything, communicate with your
landlord and ask them to store your belongings safely until you can retrieve them. If the
landlord agrees, you should get the agreement in writing for your protection (Cleo
Connect, 2024).

For additional information on N15s, please refer to our issue brief on “N15: Notice to End
Tenancy Due To Fear of Sexual or Domestic Violence”.

For additional legal advice regarding N15s and/or how to go about
using the N15 to leave an abusive situation, please contact your
local community legal clinic here.
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